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The session took place in a beautifully decorated conference hall of Miras University official building “Miras Palace”. Banners and posters with logos gave the ceremony a touch of formality and solemnity, but the faces expressed naturalness and interest in what was happening.
Tatyana Letyaikina, “KazTEA” President, in her Opening speech presented the theme of the Conference «Recognizing Learning Abilities and Teaching Possibilities in the Era of Trilingual Education», its goals, important issues and challenges, introduced plenary speakers (Mark Dorr, Bilimgul Bayekeshova, Lyudmila Smirnova, Saule Abdygapparova), invited guests, and expressed appreciation to KazTEA sponsors and partners (Regional English Language Office, US Embassy Astana; Inter Press Distributions Ltd, Representative Office Oxford University Press and Cambridge University Press; Teachers of English in Shymkent “TESh”, “Best IELTS Center”, OO “Жарқын Өмір”, Miras University, Representative Office Macmillan Publishers in Kazakhstan, Education USA, Ltd “Excelsia” and Training Center “Genesis”) for their contribution to the Conference organization.
Nurmukhammed Dossybayev, Deputy Head, Department of Education, Shymkent , greeted the participants of the Conference in 3 languages, told about the problems trilingual education in Kazakhstan faces nowadays, such as the lack of clear understanding of its stages, implementation mechanisms and methodological aspects, brought some survey data (e.g. 97% of students in multilingual groups aren’t proficient in English), gave necessary recommendations for the stakeholders, including heads of institutions, parents and teachers to develop professionally in L2 and L3, CLIL, to improve methods of teaching on a regular basis.
Rashida Osmanova, President of Association of Teachers of English in Shymkent (TESh), Miras University Vice-rector , described the links between the local and national Association of Teachers of English, thanked the Heads of associations of different oblasts who used to organize the work of  the whole unity, as well as its members – great supporters of every event for many years. Special thanks went to the Alumni of the International programmes for their contribution to the development of KazTEA.
Mark Dorr, U.S. State Department English Language Specialist, USA, in his report of “CLIL Strengths and Challenges in a Trilingual Environment” connected general issues within trilingual education, CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning), and related student-centered approaches, told about the “Four Cs” of CLIL (Content, Cognition, Communication and Culture), emphasized the importance of learning from the experience and the difference in teaching several generations of students, having proved the statement with the words of John Dewey “If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we will rob them of tomorrow”.
Bilimgul Bayekeshova, Senior Manager, Assessment Department “Center for Pedagogical Measurements” the branch of AEO “Nazarbayev Intellectual schools”, Astana, in the report of ‘Ensuring Success in Secondary Education’ presented the results of testing English language teachers after training courses as a part of the in-service training within the context of the updated curriculum. She also provided some data of the results across languages (English, Kazakh and Russian) concerning introduction to EP, effective teaching and learning, assessment and planning, the range of marks in English on the cities and towns of Kazakhstan, told what kinds of resources the teachers may need and have in general in the second language methodology and learning theory to make the learning as active, challenging and meaningful as possible.
Lyudmila Smirnova, Professor, Saule Abdygapparova, Professor, Kazakhstan National Research Technical University n.a. K.I. Satpayev, Almaty, described the current state of foreign language education in Kazakhstan, influenced by the plans to implement a phased transition to the trilingual education. A lack of qualified English language teachers, ineffectiveness of teacher training and professional development system, and as a result, a low level of school graduates’ language proficiency were discussed in the paper “Implementing English Language Teaching Reforms in Kazakhstan: Plans and Reality’. Topical facts and figures, research results, problems from the point of students’ and teachers’ view, problem solving recommendations, identification of the main areas of difficulty and conclusions aroused great interest among the audience.
After the Plenary Session all the participants had the chance to learn more about international educational opportunities, training courses, published and digital resources at the Exhibition display and visit Poster Session in the hall of the Miras Palace.
Concurrent Sessions March 29-30, 2017
8 rooms of Miras University educational building (on the 2-nd – 4th floors) were simultaneously used to hold workshops, demonstration and paper sessions. Each room could accommodate from 26 people (e.g. rooms # 401, 402) to more than a hundred participants (e.g. room # 414), but sometimes it was not enough so many attendees some of the sessions attracted.
The most popular topic area among this year presenters was “Cognitive learning: innovative thinking skills for students”
(more than 13 sessions and about 6 posters) which provided the discussion of the advantages of Access Program (poster session participants), critical thinking skills development (Dilorom Mirsaliyeva, Saule Zikirina,  Irina Kim, Oygul Muhamedyorova, Nilufar Ibadullayeva), some aspects of the problem within trilingual approach/multilingual education (Yevgeniy Tetyukhin, Saltanat Alken), ways of using technology (Gulchekhra Khalmetova), visual aids (Yelena Kiiko), the use of projects and games in the teaching process (Zhanna Smagulova, Nuriya Nazipova).
“Making English Learning Communicative” (more than 12 sessions, presented by Sandra Lee, Mark Dorr, Aizhan Tokhtarova, Madina Zhussipova, Olga Samofalova, Irina Loshkova and Marina Novozhilova, Yelena Bozhko, Yelena Magamedova, Madina Zuftarova, Aliya Kurmanova, Yuliya Astafyeva, Victoria Kondratenko and many more) as well as “Class Design: Creativity in Teaching and Learning” (more than 11 sessions, provided by Taryn U’Halie and Aigerim Mustafina, Mark Dorr, Tatyana Kolesnikova and Zhanat Tanekenova, Julia Bulatkulova, Oksana Shubina and Natalia Tarasova, Gulnara Shamsherakova, Yekaterina Khoroshilova and Yekaterina Adamovich, Tunukai Pazilova, Yelena Yechina) were also the topic areas which promoted the presenters to share their experience with other Conference participants. This means our teachers tend to be creative and communicative approach in teaching English still prevails both at schools, colleges and higher educational institutions.
But the most debatable topic area certainly was “Content-language learning” (the workshops of Yelena Kandalina, Maher Sherif, Viktoriya Danilova, Alfiya Bissenglaliyeva, Damira Jantassova really prove it). This rapidly developing type of instruction which encompasses different forms of using language as the medium of teaching is definitely of great interest to both young and experienced trainers. There are still many problems to solve and tips to give and take as soon as possible. As Mark Dorr said in his Plenary speech with reference to David Marsh “a teacher is to enable students to learn how to learn and to enable students to learn as they use and use as they learn. Not as in my education, learn now for use later”.
There is a widespread belief that “Evolving Theories and Innovative Practices in ELT” (presented by Martin Curtis, Philipp Aitenov, Luiza Datsayeva, Moldir Shoimanova, Darina Belich, Dastan Miyashev, Rakhima Imanaliyeva) and “Tips for Teaching English for Young Learners” (among the presenters were Natalya Penner and Darya Penner-Nasibulina, Tatyana Kruglikova, Alexander Galkevich, Gulnar Abileva, Zulfiya Smanova, Sholpan Zhailaubekova and Ainur Raimbekova, Kazyna Yesmambetova and Rosa Yesmambetova, Dilfuza Azimova) are the two contradictory in contents as the first is usually visited by the university instructors and the second – by the school teachers. But the practice shows more and more school teachers are interested in the theoretical aspects of the ELT methodology and the higher educational institutions members do not mind taking a look at the use of practical innovative methods for beginners.

The Conference is over but the time for creativity and self-development never ends. We’d like to wish all the participants every success in their challenging but spiritually rewarding work, to bring up dynamically progressing students and contribute to the development of the modern issues of the EFL methodology.
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