Pre-Conference Event: 5 o'clock tea with a specialist on 28 March, 2017

At 17:00 the participants joined 6 speakers in various fields of TEFL in Parasat Hall on the 7th floor of the Hotel Shymkent.
The speakers were simultaneously discussing the problems of developing invisible links between all fields of human activity, past and present as well as partners, civilizations, science and technology (Speaker - Lyudmilla Beloussova). Topical themes for discussion were “CLIL: Training Subject Teachers- First Experience and Impressions” (Natalya Penner), “Challenges in TEFL in the frame of reforms of the educational content” (Khalida Nursitova), “Why Bother Learning English? Thinking about Real-World Language Use” (Nathan Carr) and “Innovative Approaches in Youth Development” (Danara Saranova).


The event introduced the first coming attendees to the future priorities of the topics for discussion, presented the main tendencies in the modern English teaching methodology development.

Sightseeing tour of Shymkent
 At 18:00 the special tour introduced the participants of the Conference to Shymkent landmarks. Sightseeing tour gave the opportunity to really appreciate the diversity of the beautiful city Shymkent. 
The teachers visited the park of Independence built in 2011 to commemorate 20 years of the Independence in Kazakhstan. The park is among the latest appeared in the city (after Baidibek Bi built in 2016) and attracts the visitors' attention with wide alleys and great monuments to Independence both in size and importance.

The next stop was at the park of Abai Kunanbayev representing the statue of the poet sitting thoughtfully in the very beginning of the place. Walking along its avenues you can see children playing football on the ground nearby and the building of Shymkent Circus built in 2014, the place of attraction for many little citizens. A plain setting off into the clear sky symbolizes the air forces who participated in the World War II. Then you pass to the long two-side memorial for the glory of the heroes of the Great Patriotic War who sacrificed their lives for the sake of our Motherland. 
The student guides Elina Kadyrova and Viktoriya Kim told a touching story of the memorial unveiling. Myriads of moths were flying over the place as if the souls of the heroes witnessed the moment.

Baidibek Bi became the last place visited by the participants of the tour. The statue of the just and humane counselor of Tamerlan by the sculptor Bakhytzhan Ashirbayev is about 23 meters high from the ground above. It took 6 years to consider and preplan the project of the statue and 20 days to erect it by the 80th anniversary of the South Kazakhstan oblast with the help of 40 workers from Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan.
The sightseeing tour as well as the Pre-Conference Event of the first day of our visit to Shymkent proved Edward Young’s words “Time wasted is existence; us’d is life”.
If you want to learn about people of a country, spend some time of your life going to the sightseeing tour and see the way the citizens keep the memory of their national heroes and the places they go to rest with their families. They tell more than everything else.
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